Learning Module 9: Who are you becoming?
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Introduction: Becoming a business professional who builds nations
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We began this course by highlighting the mission statement of the Edwards School of Business which is “to develop business
professionals to build nations.”

By now it should be apparent that you cannot be a business professional who builds nations without a strong strategic and ethical
foundation. As Byars notes, “Ethical business practices honor the profession and endow it with integrity and credibility” (2019, p.357).
This is a powerful statement. The decisions and actions of every individual who identify themselves as a “business professional” either
strengthen the integrity and credibility of the profession, or reflect negatively upon it.

As we have seen throughout this course, opportunities to be unethical abound in business and society. The challenge before you is to
commit to acting in a way that sets you apart and brings honor to you as an individual, as well as to the profession. The world needs
more good leaders — the education you are receiving at Edwards provides you with the foundation you need to be one of those
leaders. As you continue to develop your ability to recognize and understand complex problems and ethical dilemmas, generate
innovative solutions to those dilemmas, and work with others to implement desirable, viable, and sustainable solutions - you will be
well-equipped to make a positive impact in this world.
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In the learning materials this week | write, "The decisions and actions of every individual who identify
themselves as a 'business professional' either strengthen the integrity and credibility of the
profession, or reflect negatively upon it." These are unprecedented times in the world. It is during
times such as these that we see some rise to the challenge with selfless integrity and others crumble
beneath it with selfish insecurity.

For our final discussion forum, | would like each of you to find an example in the media of a business
leader/company that is reflecting the qualities of "a business professional who builds nations" (or
perhaps one that is demonstrating the complete opposite) as we live in the shadow of COVID-19, the
economic downturn and rising unemployment, and the public outcry for social change, equality, and
justice. Share the link to the story and briefly note how the decisions and actions of that
individual/business reflect positively or negatively on the business community in these times of
change. Are these business leaders contributing to the solution or perpetuating the problem?




